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SECRET BONN 03913 

EXDIS 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, CASC, GW, UG, US 

SUBJECT: UGANDA: PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO AMIN 

REF: BONN 3832 

FOLLOWING REPORT FROM FRG AMBASSADOR ELLERKMANN (FRG 
NUMBER 105) RECEIVED FROM FONOFF AT 1 145Z MARCH 4. 
ELLERKMANN'S RECOMMENDATION (LAST PARA TEXT) IS THAT 
NO FURTHER MESSAGE BE SENT FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO 
AMIN. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

ORAL MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO PRESIDENT AMIN 
WHICH I DELIVERED TO ACTING MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
ON MARCH 3 WAS BROADCAST BY RADIO KAMPALA ON SAME DAY 
AND PRINTED IN "VOICE OF UGANDA" MARCH 4. AS TO THE 
4 DAYS DELAY IN DELIVERY, I AM ALMOST CONVINCED NOW 
THAT AMIN WAS NOT TOLD THAT I WAS TO DELIVER A 
MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT CARTER AND THAT SOMEWHERE IN 
THE COMMUNICATION TO PRESIDENT MY REQUEST TO SEE THE 
PRESIDENT WAS NOT PASSED ON FOR REASONS I DO NOT KNOW, 
POSSIBLY JUST BECAUSE OF INEFFICIENCY. AFTER VIOLENT 
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DEATH OF TWO MINISTERS 10 DAYS AGO, 

ALMOST ALL MINISTRIES ARE PARALYZED. OTHER AMBASSADORS 
WHO SAW AMIN WITH MESSAGES FROM THEIR HEADS OF 
STATE (ZAIRE, RWANDA, SUDAN, SAUDI ARABIA) EITHER 
ACCOMPANIED SPECIAL ENVOYS OR CONTACTED PRESIDENT S 
OFFICE DIRECTLY, WHICH I DID NOT (NOT) WANT TO DO FOR 
VARIOUS REASONS. 
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THE SUSPICION HERE AND POSSIBLY IN AMERICA- AND EUROPE 
MAY BE THAT I, ON PURPOSE, WAS DELAYED FOR 4 DAYS TO 
DELIVER MESSAGE. I AM 100 PERCENT SURE THAT DELAY 
WAS NOT INTENDED BY AMIN AND, THEREFORE, NO NEW 
INSULT TO PRESIDENT CARTER MEANT. 

ALSO THE PLACE OF DELIVERY (MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS) 
MIGHT GIVE CAUSE FOR SUSPICION. MESSAGES FROM HEADS 
OF STATE ARE USUALLY DELIVERED TO AMIN PERSONALLY 
AS IT WAS THE CASE WITH A MESSAGE DELIVERED FROM 
PRESIDENT FORD LAST YEAR ON THE ANGOLA CRISIS. IT IS 
INDEED A BIT PECULIAR THAT AFTER I DELIVERED THE 
MESSAGE TO THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (FOR RECORD 
PURPOSES). THIS MESSAGE WAS BROADCAST IMMEDIATELY. 
HOWEVER, AS I REPORTED BEFORE, THIS WAS DONE ON 
IMMEDIATE REACTION BY AMIN WHO REPLIED TO THE ACTING 
MINISTER OVER THE TELEPHONE, WHEN MESSAGE WAS READ TO 
HIM, "THAT IT WAS A GOOD MESSAGE AND SHOULD BE PUT ON 
THE RADIO." 

THIS I COULD NOT PREVENT AND NOR COULD I ASK FOR 
INSTRUCTION BEFORE. 

THEREFORE, I SUGGEST NOT TO ASSUME THAT LATE DELIVERY 
OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S MESSAGE AND PLACE OF DELIVERY 
WAS PLANNED FROM THE BEGINNING BY AMIN IN ORDER TO 
DOWNGRADE MESSAGE. EITHER IT WAS INEFFICIENCY IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OR PEOPLE IN THE MINISTRY 
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FOR (GOOD) REASONS, WHICH I ONLY CAN SPECULATE ON, ON 
PURPOSE DID NOT COMMUNICATE REQUEST TO PRESIDENT. 

UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES AND SINCE SITUATION NOW IS 
CALM WITH REGARD TO AMERICANS IN THE COUNTRY, I 
SUGGEST NOW THAT NO FURTHER MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT 
CARTER TO PRESIDENT AMIN IS CONTEMPLATED. ELLERKMANN 

END TEXT 
CASH 
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